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Ms Judith Chegwidden 3 February 2015
28 Howards Lane
London
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Dear Ms Chegwidden,

You contacted me recently regarding the impact of office to residential permitted development
rights in Putney. As you know, I followed up your concerns with the minister responsible for
planning, Brandon Lewis MP. P!ease find his response enclosed for your information.

The response is largely self-explanatory and Mr Lewis has confirmed that, if the local authority
are particularly concerned about the impact of the permitted development rights, they can seek
an article 4 direction with removes these rights. The Council would need to back up there
concerns with evidence and a consultation would need to be carried out.

I hope it has been helpful to raise your concerns at ministerial level and thank you for taking the
time to get in touch.

Yours sincerely,

jJL

Justine Greening MP
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Thank you for your letter of 18 December, on behalf of your constituent, Ms Judith
Chegwidden, of 28 Howards Lane, London, SWJ5 6NQ who has contacted you regarding
the Putney Society concerns about my department’s Technical Consultation on Planning and
its proposal in relation to office to residential permitted development rights.

The office to residential permitted development rights were introduced in May 2013 for a
three year period. Our intention in bringing forward this relaxation was that it would act as a
stimulus to economic growth and provide new homes. Use of the new right suggests there is
great interest from owners and developers in undertaking residential conversions of office
accommodation to bring forward the much needed new homes.

Prior to introducing the right, local planning authorities were given the opportunity to seek an
exemption in exceptional circumstances where they could demonstrate that there would be a
negative economic impact. If a local authority remains concerned about the amenity impact
on certain areas they may wish to consider using an article 4 direction, which removes
national permitted development rights. There is a requirement to consult and the direction
needs to be supported by a strong evidence base.

I have noted the Putney Society’s concerns about the permitted development right and hope
the Society provided these representations to the technical consultation. My Department is
currently considering all responses made and we will issue a response in due course.

LEWIS MP


